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DOCUMENTS 

The following documents throw light on the beginnings of the 
economical and political history of the territory of Washington at a 
time when it embraced Idaho and parts of Wyoming and Montana. 
The documents are among the manuscript collections in the University 
of Washington. They were rescued from the garret of the old capitol 
building in Olympia upon the request of Governor John R. Rogers 
in 1897. 

Beginning of Government Survey* 

The following letter was written by Governor Isaac I. Stevens 
to the United States Commissioner of the General Land Office. It 
was dated at Olympia, Washington Territory, December 28, 1853, two 
months before the first Territorial Legislature assembled: 

I will respectfully call your attention to the importance of estab- 
lishing a separate Surveyor Generalship for this Territory and of the 
surveys being made according to the geodetic method. 

This Territory is, as you are well aware, just attracting the atten- 
tion of settlers, and though now numbering only five thousand inhabit- 
ants, a large emigration is expected next year, and under the donation 
law the best land in the Territory will be occupied. The commercial 
advantages of the sound are unrivaled, have already attracted the 
attention of all parts of the country, and a flourishing trade is rapidly 
springing up. In consequence of the military road now in progress 
of construction across the Cascade Mountains, and to be completed 
the ensuing year, communications between the Puget Sound region 
and the east of the Cascade Mountains will be established; and land 
east of the Cascades will at once be brought into requisition for 
grazing and the usual crops of the husbandmen. Already are several 
fine valleys partially occupied by a hard and industrious population. 
I will particularly mention the Wallah Wallah and Colville Valleys. 
A beginning has been made in the valleys of the St. Marys and Spo- 
kane Rivers. Under these circumstances I will urgently recommend 
the passage of a law establishing the office of Surveyor General for this 
Territory, and directing these surveys to be spread as rapidly as 
possible over the valleys and on the routes of the great railroad com- 
munications. The method to do this, most rapidly, most easily, and 
in the most accurate manner, is undoubtedly by the geodetic method. 
The peculiar geographical formation of the country especially calls 
for it; much of the country is occupied by extensive mountain ranges 
of which the surveys need not be undertaken till the arable and grazing 
land is disposed of. The series of primary triangles need not be 
spread over the Territory at all till by a secondary and tertiary series 
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the wants of settlement are entirely provided for. Thus the St. Marys 
Valley between the Rocky and Coeur d'Eleine Mountains, which has 
already attracted the notice of emigrants, and extends across nearly 
the whole width of the Territory, could be easily surveyed in a single 
season with the several valleys leading into it from the Rocky and 
Coeur d'Eleine Mountains. So with the Wallah Wallah Valley and 
the Colville Valley, the Coeur d'Eleine Prairie, the Spokane Plain and 
the Coeur d'Eleine Valley. I regret that I cannot now send a sketch 
of the exploration which has been made of the Territory, in the 
progress of the railroad survey, and which would furnish the strongest 
argument in favor of surveys by the geodetic method. This method 
is peculiarly adapted to the region west of the Cascades, where be- 
tween the Olympia and Cascade Ranges the magnificent waters of 
the Sound, with its numerous beautiful and fertile islands, enter far 
towards the southern boundary of the Territory. These islands are 
now partially, and will be another year entirely, covered with claims, 
as will the adjacent shores of the Sound, and the fertile valleys of 
the rivers for a considerable distance from their mouths. 

As soon as a sketch of the Territory can be prepared, I will send 
a copy of it to your office, with information in reference to the gen- 
erality of arable land in the Territory, the valleys first requiring sur- 
veys, and such other information as may bear upon the subject matter 
of this communication. 



Early Political Scheme 

The following pair of letters relate to one of the most interesting 
men in early territorial history. Charles H. Mason was born at Fort 
Washington on the Potomac, the son of Major Milo Mason of Vermont. 
He graduated from Brown University with distinction in 1850. In 
his twenty-third year he was recommended to the President for 
appointment as District Attorney for Rhode Island. Instead of that 
office he received appointment as the first Secretary of the new Terri- 
tory of Washington. As he himself states, he often served as Acting 
Governor. He was reappointed, as the petition requested. Governor 
Fayette McMullin, whose request he rejects, was removed from office, 
and Secretary Mason again became Acting Governor. The Olympia 
Pioneer and Democrat of July 29, 1859, recorded his death and pub- 
lished an extended eulogy. The Legislature had created a county 
under the Indian name "Sawamish." This name was changed to Mason 
in honor of the brilliant young officer. 

Olympia, Dec. 12, 1857. 

To the President of the United States: 

Sir: — The undersigned Democratic members of the Legislative 
Assembly of Washington Territory would most respectfully recom- 



